CHAPTER 4

Adjective option



Adjective option

1- He is a tall boy.

2- The tall boy is not here.

3- | saw the tall boy.

4- The boy under the tree is Ali.

5- The boy who is under the tree is Ali.
6- Lia Ll Jyghall ol

7- 3280 S Al Al gl el



All sentences patterns mentioned in the
previous sections in this chapter allow the
addition of an adjective with some restrictions.

The added adjective may come before or after
the noun, depending on the language and on the
adjective.

The adjective, to be optionally added, may be a
word, phrase, or clause.

Looking at S’s 1-7, one observes the following:



1- In S1, the adjective word is added before the noun in the
subject complement slot.

2-In S2, tall is added before the noun in the subject slot.
3-In S3, tall is added before the noun in the object slot.
4- In S4, the adjective phrase is added after the noun.
5-In S5, the adjective clause is added after the noun.

6- If the English adjective is a word, it usually comes before the
English modified noun; it is called a premodifier or pre-noun
adjective.

If the adjective is a phrase or clause, it comes after the
modified nounin E, e.g. S’s 4-5; it is called a post modifier or
post-noun adjective.

7-In A, the adjective never comes before the modified noun. It
always comes after it, asin S’s 6-7



Place-Adverb Option

Both E and A allow adding an adverb of place to
most patterns. Here are some examples:

1- He slept (there).

2- He saw them (here).

3 (<l G ) A sle

4- (Rl ) cad

If the speaker needs to add the place adverb, he

can do so, and this addition is optional in both E
and A, e.g. S’s 1-4. A similar option is true about the

time adverb in both L's.



Manner-Adverb Option

In both languages, a sentence may accept an
adverb of manner with some exceptions:

1- He wrote it (carefully)
2- He slept ( deep)

3- *He is good carefully
4- (Litina ) oAl i€

5- (Al ) puoall S

rad

6- (ex ) o1
7-* Ay cula 4

8- Do it ( as he tells you)



Upon examining the previous sentences, one may observe the
following:

1- The manner-adverb is not allowed with English linking verbs, e.g. S3.
Nor it is allowed in Arabic verbless sentences e.g. S7.

2- The manner-adverb addition is optional whenever it is allowed in
both E and A, and brackets mark such options.

3- S3 and S7 are ungrammatical, and the asterisk marks this non-
grammaticality.

4- In both languages, the manner adverb can be expressed by a word,
phrase, or clause as S’s 1,5, and 8 show respectively.

5-In E, in the case of a word expressing the manner adverb, the suffix—
ly may mark the manner adverb, e.g. S1.

In Arabic, the accusative case marker does the marking, e.g. S4.



Recursion Option

Both E and A allow recursion in sentence
patterns: a syntactic category may keep on
recurring in one sentence endlessy if desired,
e.g.S's 1-2

1- The boy saw John, who saw Mary, who met
Bob, who met his mother, who visited her
father, etc.

B8 (Al Jljl\ x_d.\\ﬁ‘.rd\ Cawall LS‘JLSJJ‘ Ja )l sy Al
2 Al el ) A



Multiplicity Option

Both E and A allow multiplicity often by conjoining nouns within the
same noun phrase, conjoining verbs, conjoining adjectives, or
conjoining adverbs. Here are some examples:

1- He and she came

2- ) pan Ay A

3-The boy came and sat

4- ula 5 pan Al

5-The honest ( and) clever boy came
6- paa SA el ALl

7-He read the book and the poem
8- dadll y Ll \)9

9-He walked quickly and carefully
]_O-\S;Lb(j)\.cwc—\;



S’s 1-2 extend the subject by conjoining. Sentences 3 and
4 extend the verb. Sentences 5 and 6 extend the
adjective. Sentences 7 and 8 extend the object. Sentences
9 and 10 extend the adverb.

Of course, multiplicity may go beyond two to any number,
theoretically speaking. The limit to this number is
controlled only by acceptability. However, E and A differ
in using the conjunction (con). In a series, E uses one Con

at the end, whereas A uses the Con repeatedly, e.g. S’s
11-12

11- He bought a pen, a ruler, a book, and a bag.
12- ‘\.\.\SAJ\AL\S}&)LMJLAJSLSJM‘



Table (10) Sentences- pattern
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