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TABLE 1 World water distribution

Area Covered

Share of World Reserves
(%)

Form of Water (km2) Volume (km3) of Total of Fresh
Water Water
Reserves Reserves

World ocean 361,300,000 1,338,000,000 96.5 —
Groundwater 134,800,000 23,400,000 1.7 —
Predominantly fresh
groundwater 134,800,000 10,530,000 0.76 30.1
Soil moisture 82,000,000 16,500 0.001 0.05
Glaciers and permanent

16,227,500 24,064,100 1.74 68.7
snow cover
Antarctica 13,980,000 21,600,000 1.56 61.7
Greenland 1,802,400 2,340,000 0.17 6.68
Artic islands 226,100 83,500 0.006 0.24
Mountain areas 224,000 40,600 0.003 0.12
Ground ice in zones of
sermafiost strata 21,000,000 300,000 0.022 0.86
Water reserves in lakes 2,058,700 176,400 0.013 —
Freshwater 1,236,400 91,000 0.007 0.26
Saltwater 822,300 85,400 0.006 —
Marsh water 2,682,600 11,470 0.0008 0.03
Water in rivers 148,800,000 2,120 0.0002 0.006
Biological water 510,000,000 1,120 0.0001 0.003
Atmospheric water 510,000,000 12,900 0.001 0.04
Total water 510,000,000 1,385,984, 610 100 —
Total freshwater 148,800,000 35,029,210 2.53 100
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