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Abstract

This thesis examines the critical response of anglophone-Arab novels
addressing the topics of identity and displacement published in the United
States of America and the United Kingdom in the period between 2001 and
2011, which is between the attacks of 9/11 and the beginning of the political
turmoil that started in the Arab world in 2011. The aim of the study is to depict
the main characteristics of the critical reception of this type of novels to
discover whether it was impacted by the increased interest the Arab world
received after the events of 9/11. To achieve this purpose, the study examines
three novels, Hope and Other Dangerous Pursuits (2005) by Laila Lalami,
Once in a Promised Land (2007) by Laila Halaby, and A Map of Home (2008)
by Randa Jarrar. In four chapters preceded by an introduction and proceeded
with a conclusion, the study applied theories of postcolonialism and reader-
response criticism on the novels and the literary reviews they received upon
their publication in the United States and the United Kingdom. The study shows
that despite benefitting from the attention they were given for being published
in such a peculiar juncture in history, the novels and their authors were not
looked upon from the limited postcolonial lens. Instead, they were praised for
their literary merits and their ability to create universal characters that are more
human than anything else.
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