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First, you should know the main idea of this lecture:
the existence of a contract is dependent upon the
agreement of the parties when an unqualified offer by
one of them is met by an unqualified acceptance of
that offer from the other.
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OFFERS AND INVITATIONS TO TREAT

What is the difference between offer & invitation to
treat?
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We will talk about situations of offer & situations of
invitation to treat.

= Shop window displays.

1- The rule: the display of goods in a shop window is
invitation to treat. What is the reason?

2- /A/ Retailers, who have limited stocks of the goods,
make offer (while stocks last).

/B/ Innkeepers make offer (subject to availability of
accommodation).
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= Self-service displays.

1- The rule: the display of goods on the shelves of a
self-service shop is invitation to treat. What is the
reason?

2- How can retailer retain a measure of control over
the persons to whom he will supply goods?

= Vending machines.
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1- We have two possibilities:

/A/ the presence of the machine is offer.
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/B/ the presence of the machine is invitation to treat.

2- In these possibilities, what is the difference
between action for breach of contract & action for
repetition?
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= Advertisements.
1- The rule: advertisements are invitations to treat.
2- What is the exception of this rule?
= Auction sales.
1- Auction sale is invitation to treat.
2- What is the meaning of "fall of the hammer"?
Page: 8
* Tenders and quotations.
1- Tenders are invitations to treat.

2- Quotation by tradesman of the price at which he is
prepared to carry out a particular job of work is offer.
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