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Wild mammals in Al-Lajat nature reserve,
southern Syria

Dr. Ahmad Daoud’ Dr. Nazir Khalil™”

Abstract

The research examines the biodiversity study of wild mammals in the
Al-Lajat reserve in southern Syria, which was adopted by UNESCO
as a human and biosphere reserve, as one of the global network of this
type of reserves, to protect its components from environmental
degradation.

The study was carried out between June 2009 and July 2010, based on
interviews to local people, protected guards and hunters in nearby
villages and comparative analyses of previous studies, and based on
field work in 2010 using traps, species monitoring by direct
observation, or tracking their effects.

The field study recorded the spread of 12 species of wild mammals,
including: Nine of these species are documented for the first time in
the Area of El Jaa, five of which are widespread in Syria, and four
species of rodents of limited spread: Apodemus mystacinus, Gerbillus
dasyurus, Meriones tristrami and Hystrix indica. In addition, nine
other species have been recorded through interviews with local
residents and guards, but they need to be confirmed in future studies.
The current study showed the environment of these species, and their
status according to the IUCN Red List, which showed that 9 species of
them are among the least endangered species (LC), across the
Mediterranean basin, and one vulnerable species (VU) is the planned

"Depart. of Environment sciences, Faculty of Science, Damascus University.
“Depart.of Biology, Faculty of Science- Al-Raqa, Al-Furat University.
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hyena. The most important threats to wild mammals in the reserve are
the destruction of their habitats due to deforestation and degradation
of plants as a result of human activity, hunting and overexploitation of
some species for various purposes.

Key Words: Mammals, Al-Lajat reserve, Biodiversity, Syria.
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lebaasd cglod oy Blalll diana b iyl g gl Aailh (1) Jgsad

Jiaecdl) &y aalal) dgand) Al Lpanddl
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N + Canis aureus (o) Jial) gl o) | 1
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N + N Vulpes vulpes aad) iy | 3
Hyaenidae gLl dliad
N ‘ + ‘ ‘ Hyaena hyaena ‘ Bhid) gl ‘ 4
Mustelidae Guje by dluad
N ‘ + ‘ ‘ Meles canescens ‘ Lol i asia )_,j‘ 5
Lagomorpha aal sill 45
Leporidae )Y iluai
N ‘ N ‘ + ‘ Lepus capensis ‘ @) i ‘ 6
Rodentia g2 sl 4,
Muridae o3alls o)l dluas
N N + Acomis russatus SSedd) | 7
N Apodemus Ll Gae 4y | 8
mystacinus
Cricetidae _yiualgll dgudl) (i)l sal) dluad
N Gerbillus Salhya | 9
dasyurus
N Meriones ol | 1
tristrami 0
Hystricidae _a)¥!) aalus dluad
N + Hystrix indica gl (aguddl) Gl 1
Spalacidae alall dluad
N N Nannospalax hatit) a2y | 1
ehrenbergi ) 2
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sy eilsall A 8L ol LB PR e Desall g B o
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(2009 «Jalas 393 Gud sy BLAD iana
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zoal Jans Blalud) Jlall (& oasag afiags ¢ g3l g A8 G (gl Jan
Aslae Lagy Olssnl) Aia 5 K ol 206 sl ) Als) () Jlady
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Qs s Al Jlally 8D 4 sasa (2009) Masseti
ve iy oud sly Gl Clese (B dae LS (Bien dlags cdalulls
(2009 «Jiag 35l3) Syl
:Hyaenidae g luall {luad -2
:Hyaena hyaena (Linnaeus, 1758) lldal) audl) —1-2
ol ety enall Ty slialls dpaall Cagyall 3hlia & ojliaml BT il
Agu A o)Ll oagay Guladll O S3 a2y Leadll 8 Gaalie alaing
Sl s dlilae 35 (Maydon, 1930) daall (o Jaase sed canls
-(Lewis et al., 1968)
:Mustelidae Gue @l dluad -3
:Meles canescens (Blanford, 1875) Ll qué (asia s —1-3

oy B P e Lol Lanad) (e soaxie oS L asay 2t
gy e A cdaludly elysally slallly GVsall 4 jdmie sa5 (5 JS)
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Masseti, ) (idns Lasy A5 «(Kock & Kinzelbach, 1982) ushyb cisia
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:Leporidae «il¥) dluad -1
:Lepus capensis Linnaeus, 1758 () iy -1-1
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o Gl e S 3 o g5 Sl CSLY) e Lod Bleadl g
.(Misonne, 1957 ; Lewis et al., 1967; Harrison & Bates, 1991) A0y gu
:Rodentia yasal 4, —a
:Muridae c)adly Oyl dduad -1
:Acomys russatus (Wagner, 1840) Sl &) -1-1
ol died (b 05 09 BLS e Al dle el anls due Cuags
Slo B bl G il aaly S ols il J8 e G
JB e Thenall 3 Cigyee psll g (6 JSA)) Lasall Egiadl 250l
o Ui lalll dahie 8 (1985) cpenll U8 e Wle Jaase 55 ¢ JWY)
(1985 «ppmal)) Dlg iy dilall dpaall 3halial
Apodemus mystacinus (Danford & ¢Lud) (ae 4l B -2-1
Alston, 1877)

Al Bhlie e o7 JSA) ite pea DA e sl G dal
o gl din s ccnad) din (8 Jaa say alall el e S5 a5y 4l)
By Gy Lleju Gy dlhie by ) s (s5iue (358 2 2700 ¢ o))
s «(Harrison & Bates, 1991) 435w 2 85 «(Shehab et al., 1999)
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.(Shehab et al., 2004) s dhdlae e Jlady by a2
LY ayall slalll 3 Jasys

: Family Cricetidae _yiwalgll dguadd) ()68l dluad -2

:Gerbillus dasyurus (Wagner, 1842) sials 3a —1-2

(e Ll 5aals A ek 38 i el Slad) s S5 e el Sle
bl el e QA L 5o sl Bl Adlaie 8 o(8 JSA) Arasall 53
Gla Jsng adiy s oisin Ayshaall 4ud Ghlidl 3 Jae g5l 138
LAY Byall slalll L iy (1996 «alead)

: Meriones tristrami Thomas, 1892 alyiw i a —2-2

Ao anls Ao mes PA e ) Bl sl 3 dius S a3
Ge 4SS Gl b Bhlal b Lesall 8 ojliml S5 o9 JSal)
(lilal) (s e o3smg Jahyls chysesl) AL Alnial (KLY dualiy ¢ ial)
b ol (1996) cled Shs Amall edluay go 4 BT gl Cus
b sdsns Jals LS pon i He)) bl 8 Glals 28 3Ll
Jeds ccls i Galag (Aharoni, 1932) Gadl Jis oinlls 05
ceshyla Jled oS70 2aii dshaia 35 ¢(Von Lehmann, 1966) 483U 4y
Adledlly (ddledl) dadaiall 45 ¢(Nadachowski et al., 1990) (pasll 4ali,
(2000 ¢33 ATy le) Al Letag g (go 454

:Hystricidae ya,¥) aalud dduad -3

:Hystrix indica Linnaeus, 1758 sxigh) gasil) ol agadll —1-3

ASE 2y Eadl g Gy lsdls Haa e o)l Anlia o W¥sa @S,
oylii) 85 Uilaww Cua capall dajaty slalll 8 s2gay o culaadll )
b Janse a5 (10 JSa) dpaall Cigyall Bhlie b daliyy ciead)
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Ghldly el ne din ddhie By (1996 cled) By & o
cAY) Bl slalll 3 Jaws o(Harrison, 1972) cila dyae ddapadl)
:Spalacidae Al dluad -4

Nannospalax ehrenbergi (Nehring, 1898)  Asawddl) alill —1-4

(11 JSal)) dpeaall elafl (pa HES 3 AN sl Al HSY) s
G LN puly sy 5l Cal) b el AL Ll b dalay,
Rama b Aualiyg Gall hlil 3 S (1985 ppall) Gy asin
O o b Jansa sed 4L A2l Bhlial b oyl Jsa clibally «Vsal
Pl o Guanll dali 5 Jaws WS ((Misonne, 1957) agall ches
&1 (1991) Harrison & Bates lifs «(Nadachowski et al., 1990) asdl cilal

Al Bee oyl Juoldl) aall a3 8 e jlsay laaald ) Al Al SV

LS

Meles canescens il 3ip (5) Jsdd Vulpes vulpes 3Lz (4) Je&
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Apodemus mystacinus (7) Jséd Acomis russatus (6) Jsd

Meriones tristrami (9) Jsal Gerbillus dasyurus (8) Js&d

Nannospalax ehrenbergi abSi (11) Jei ool Agdl cra A8 (10) Jead

31



QA 35 cagly daal Ay i Blalll Leaa 3 45500 byl

:iaaal) B Saagall JUad¥)g £1si¥) Ala

alaill Caliday Lyl aiall G2 ) puall Al s Cadl€ Ayl byl 3
sall Ly s s ) bl elal) lasgay il e <30 il i)
Lals jeldl i e lall el BT ey . el elly llaiad) : Jia
Baaal) & 5 clpail) gl o LS Al el e o fla IS
B oy Lee Agld) jaliad) (aii dag dibidl 3 ) Gliall Al
Jeaa ol laslaed

Dl (g5 (e Adlide )2V aall Lendl) 8 D5l g 1Y) e HES Gapa
Jal e gy Glas e Gailly Y1 sblacal i 3) i) alaill (8 laysal
So bphal cll QU e ) dal e pluall Al clgasal
G by lealad Sl ol Gl Agalsd dals lliag . sl
Ll sl e Laliall b el o o guall dades Ja e 2o il

Zaall B el dllie Leaall zla slall) dilaie b i Sl 1) dal)
GOSN aladin) DA e o SaY) il o) b L il
o paniall e Gl clilly Al Sledall Jheadl augilly szl
clanylls clpiall Jleel calks ) &paall clyhll (35 ) dslaaYl asl
sl 8 Aedim oy GUBA dsmg ae AL claall ) el Al
eSS sae amy e Lhmbia oSa sladll e el

Cueny 1Y) Al Temple & Cuttelod, (2009) sy8f Lo e Talaic
S A il g )l (3) Jsaadl jeday IUCN dagalall (el ol alay)
Galle &) Cun cldle Leillag slalll Bane 8 A Llal A Lgila
ol (LC) Least Concern _a=bal! Llal lagi Ji o dlawdll £15Y)
@ gl 9 Langidl (mal) el Gass Gl e g o allall (sginnall
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s (VU) Vulnerable _ahidll ayee sy $5i5 comhi) jhaal langs
Data Deficient 488 e Legdsn Sl e ) bl chabidll auall
Al g 150U dallal) 5)lacll A8l 3adle b dasadll £ 15Y) (uy LS L(DD)
.(2017) CITES & UNEP Cauay (ahaiVy sa3gall 45l Al sal
Sy QA bl g o ally alaall Kl WS Al )
Ga slom Aendl 8 Al clpail) gl clay A psadll Al ) s
Agleall Fega e a) callay Loa ESH £ 1530 220 Cum

hagiall g Gass by balle Lgallag Slalll B 4y, cilyatl) g 18l (3) Jsaad)

] e
ﬁ ;Jt;]\ hﬁfi :m ﬂh{wb U ) R
Appendix 11l LCC LC C. aureus (22 Jaad) sl 1
(India) §
Appendix |1 LC LC C. lupus @bl call 2
Appendix Il LC LC V. vulpes el il 3
Appendix 1 VU NT H. hyaena Ll aall 4
LC LC M. canescens Ll Gpe asim 5
LC LC L. capensis @l iyl 6
DD DD A. russatus SSsall Sl 7
LC LC A. mystacinus OB e s 8
LC LC G. dasyurus sl Ha 9
LC LC M. tristrami aliuyi 3ya 10
LC LC H. indica gl (peadll) asll | 11
DD DD N. ehrenbergi (ulalal) Alal) 12

(ol (ayme VU a3 EN (za JSG (ahal laal s :CR
dadaae e Glly i DD dangs I8 :LC (bl angdll e cud :NT
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Ny oLl 48 Ua el LS U Laad) 3 Javsall 43,00 iyl 55 3]
O 4l Gy Loy e die diliall #Uad Al Caliad)l Cagyla ) @l agny
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