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The Study of Neospora caninum infection  
in cattle in Syria  

Alzi'abi, O. )1( and Al-khaled, A.(2)   

ABSTRACT  
This study was designed to detect Neospora caninum infection in aborted 

cattle and to determine the percentage of the infection in some governmental 
farms in addition to investigate the percentage of seropositive calves. 537 blood 
samples were collected from aborted cattle and 108 samples from young calves 
4-6 months old from GOC farms. Blood samples were centrifuged and serum 
was obtained. Indirect Fluorescent-Antibody Test was used on slides contained 
24 wells.  Rabbit anti- bovine serum labeled with Fluorescence was used, then 
the slides were examined under Fluorescence microscope.  Positive samples 
showed lightened tachyzoites with bright boarders like small brackets whereas 
negative samples did not show any brightness in the tachyzoites. Using IFAT 
the percentage of seropositive aborted cattle  300/537 (55%). Most of the 
seropositive cattle were aborted between the third and the seventh month of 
pregnancy. Re-abortion was reported in 65/300 (21.6%) of seropositive cattle. 
There was no specific age of seropositive cattle which were aborted. The 
percentage of seropositive young calves was 45/108 (41.66%).   

Key words: Neospora caninum, Cattle, Syria.       
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