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Economical Study of the Production and 
Marketing of Cotton and Potato Crops in  

Al-Ghab area in Hama Governorate   

A. Abdul-Aziz )1(  

ABSTRACT 

Cotton and potato are two important crops in Syria, which are produced in 
several areas including Al-Ghab. Due to the importance of these crops to Al-
Ghab farmers this study was conducted during the 2004 season to compare the 
production and the marketing of these crops. 

The field study showed that the crop cultivated areas occupy 8.2% and 15% 
for cotton and potato, respectively of the total areas allotted to these crops in 
syria. Yield average was 3922.1 and 26581 kg/ha; the cultivated holding 
average was relatively small about 1.489 and 0.973 ha for cotton and potato, 
respectively. The agricultural operation cost was relatively high and similar for 
the two crops. However, the requirement of crop production was 2.9 times 
higher for potato as compared to cotton, it was 21.89 S.P. for cotton and 6.30 
S.P. per Kg. The selling price was 27.52 and 7.08 S.P. and the net profit of these 
crops was very low, 5.63 kg for cotton and 0.78 S.P/kg. for potato.  

Key words: Production, Productivity, Comparison, Cost, Cotton, 
Potato, Price, Profit. 

   

)1( Associate professor, Department of Agricultural Economy, Faculty of Agriculture, P.O.Box 30621, 
Damascus University, Syria. 



)2008 ()24 (1 :129-142 

  
131

  

  
  

 .)1( 
 .  

)1(

 

1995 
2000 2003) 2000.(  

  

 

1995 2000 2003 
) %(   23.4 24.7 25.5 
%)(  28.00 32.00

 

26.2 
(%)  18.3 18.6 18.2 

%)(  19.7 16.7 16.8 
 :

     

2004.  

)1 (

  

.   

 

67.7 % 
200371.8 % 2004 .

33.8 % 
31.4 %  .

 

58.3% 65.6 % 

 

28 % 27 % 
.  

 

) .
(-

)1983(
 ..

 .)1985(



 
   

  
132

 .)

 
1988(

 
 .)1994(

 .)1995(

 
 .

)1996 (
) .(

 .
)2001 (

 ...  

1995

   

)PAM(

 .
   .)1998 (  

 .)2003 (

 .

 

 .

 

) 2004 (
 .

...



)2008 ()24 (1 :129-142 

  
133

 
.  

  

 

 .. .  

 

 ... .  

 

  

 :  

1-  .  

2-  . 

3-  . 

4-  . 

5- 

 

 . 

 

  

- :  

Excel .   

-  :  

1-  :
)(

.  



 
   

  
134

2- :

.  

  
1- 

2004.  

 
  

 .) 2.(  
)2(

 

2004   

   

 /%  /%  
: )(  234.2

 

6.6 19.1 8.2 289.4 
)(  1029.2

 

26.7 81.8 7.9 306.4 
)/(  4395 4030

 

4282 97.4 106.3 
 :)(  27.3 5.2 4.1 15.00 78.8 

)(  541.7

 

106.6

 

67.9 12.5 63.7 
)/(  19841

 

20573

 

16721

 

84.3 81.3 
:2004 2005  

  

)2 (

 

8.2%  

  

7.9%

 

97.4 %
2004 .

 .
15 %

  

12.5 %15.7 %
 .

 .)

 

 (

 ...
 .

 .  



)2008 ()24 (1 :129-142 

  
135

  

2- :  

-  :  

  
4.41965

 
27.3

20044.1

 
15 %

 .

 

 .
2004Krejceie and 

Morgan )

(...

 .. .  

7063

 

) .(  

  

20 .  

47.5 %
14 %5 %

 

33 .%  

 .  

-  :  

 .



 
   

  
136

 .
)23 .(  

)3 (   

  
)(  70 63 

)(  104.2 61.3 
)(  408.683 1629.399 

) /(  3922.1 26581 
) /(

 

1.489 0.973 
 :.  

  

)3(
3922.1 /26581 /

 

408.7
1629.4 .1.489   

0.973 
 .  

- :  

 .
 .

 ..)4 (

 .  

)4 (
 .

2.9
 .. .

3922.126581 .
21.89   .6.30 



)2008 ()24 (1 :129-142 

  
137 

..

13603.9   ./ 69.7 %
 .

2043.2   ./ 94.3 %
 .

32609.2   ./ 

 
68.4 %

 .  
)4 (

)  : . /.(   

       

1- :   
-  238.21

 

413 304.3 305 
-  89.07 134 83.53 134 
-  153.36

 

163.4 193.66

 

768.8 
-  340 649 487.54

 

590 

 

-  343.57

 

1020.8

 

419.13

 

371.2 
-  183.43

 

98.9 255.51

 

390.8 
-  1222 1717.9

 

976.27

 

1144.2

 

-  558.57

 

291.6 540.96

 

1061.9

  

3128.21

 

4488.6

 

3260.92

 

4765.9

 

2- :   
-  159.29

  

527.31

 

300 
-  884.29

 

517.9 1097.5

 

713.7 
-  314 206.2 532.52

 

435.3 
-  547.1 91.8 4886.4

 

6377.6

  

-  990.29

 

2667.5

 

1730.29

 

1250 
-  469.71

 

85.6 819.23

 

487.3 

 

3364.68

 

3569 9593.25

 

9563.9

 

3-15 %  1619 1522 2822.8

 

2732 
4-4.5%   151.41

 

160.6 431.69

 

430.4 
5-5 %  324.64

 

405.6 642.71

 

720.1 
6-  8587.94

 

10145.7

 

16751.4

 

18212.3

 

7-/  392.21

 

393.9 2658.1

 

2171.6

 

8-

 

  .  21.89 25.76 6.30 8.39 
./  27.52  7.08  

 :2004.  

 :* =0.1  



 
   

  
138

85879.4   ./ 

 
84.6 %

167514   ./ 

 
91.9 %

 .
21.89   .6.30    .

3.87   .1.09   .
 .

.  

- :  

 .
27.52  ./

 

30.75   ./3.23  
./ . .

 .
 ...

7.08  . /2004.   

- :  

 

5.63   ./0.78   . /
 .

 

2208.14   .

 

2073.3  . .) 5.(  

  

)5(.  

   

) /(  3922 .1 26581 
1) .(  21.89 6.30 

) . /(  27.52 7.08 
1) .(  5.63 0.78 

 

) . /(  22081.4 20733 
 :.  



)2008 ()24 (1 :129-142 

  
139

)5(
1348.4   . . :

 .

.   

  

  

1- 8.2 %
7.9 %

  

2.6 %
2004 .  

2- 15 %

 

12.5 %

 

15.7% 

 

. 

3- 3922.1/  
26581 /

 

408.71629.4. 

4- 
1.489  /0.973  / .

  

 . 

5- 
31282.1   . /32609.2   . /

1327.1   . /
2.9

 



 
   

  
140

 
 ... 

6- 

13604   ./   

 
69.7 % .

2043.2   ./ 94.3 % .

 

68.4 %. 

7- 

 

84.6 %
91.9 %. 

8- 21.89   .
6.30  . . 

9- 

 

3.87   ./1.09  ./
. 

10- 

 

27.52   . /
7.08   . / .

3.23  . / . 

11- 5.63   .
0.78   .

 

22081.4   . /2073.3   . /  

1348.4  . / . 

12- 

  

 .  

  

  



)2008 ()24 (1 :129-142 

  
141

  

  
  

  
:   

1- 
 .  

2- 

 

.  

3-  . 

  



 
   

  
142

  

 
REFERENCES   

.) 2003.()
 .(  . 

.) 1998 .(
 .   .. 

 .)1988 .(
 .. 

.) 2001 .( .  
.  

   

 .)1995.(1994   
1995.  

) .1996 .(
)(

. 
) .2005.(

. 
2003   2004) .2004-2005 .(

.  
) .2005 .(. 

 .)1985 .(

 

.  
. )2004 .(

 .. 
 .)1994 .(

  

 .2643-47  . 
 .)1983 .(. 

Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia, Evaluation of Agricultural 
Policies in Syrian Arab Republic, Policy Analysis Matrix Approach, United 
Nation, New York, 1995 (14).  

Received  30/04/2006 

 

Accepted for Publ. 28/08/2006   

 


