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Morphology and biology of Semielacher petiolatus 
(Girault), the Ectoparasitoid of citrus leafminer, 
Phyllocnistis citrella (Stainton) and its presence 

rate in compared to other parasitoids in the 
Syrian coastal area   

  

Essra Ahmad )1( ; Loay Aslan )2(  and Nabil Abo Kaf(3)  

ABSTRACT

 

The parasitoid Semielacher petiolatus (Girault) was reared on the favorite 
instars of Phyllocnistis citrella, were placed in 140 mm- diameter Petri dishes, at 
Biological Control Laboratory 

 

Tishreen University under lab. conditions to 
study the morphology and some biological parameters of S. petiolatus. Results 
showed that its development passed the following stages: Egg, larval and pupal 
stages which lasted for 2 ± 0, 3.76 ± 0.7, 3.88 ± 0.65 days, respectively. The life 
cycle of S.petiolatus, from egg to adult emergence, was 9.6 ± 0.97 days under 
temperature  29.67 ± 1.11 . The adult longevity, without feeding, lasted 1.44±0.49 
days for males and 1.92±0.74 days for females. Sex ratio was 1.22:1 male to 
female. Its Presence rate was 49.06 % as compared to other parasitoids; 
however, the highest population was 72.81% during June.  

Key Words: Citrus leaf miner, Semielacher petiolatus, Parasitoids, 
Syria. 
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