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Effect of Consecutive Weaning on Milk
Production and Growth Rate of Lambs
of Awassi Sheep

Bassem Al Laham'"

ABSTRACT

This study was conducted in Ber Al-Ajam village, on a private farm, with a
group of Awassi sheep (76 ewes) in 2004-2005. A group of 57 lambs were
selected out of single born lambs and divided into two groups according to sex.
Each group was divided randomly into sub groups: control and experimental.
At the beginning of the experiment, at three weeks age, there were no
significant differences between the groups of lambs (p > 0.05).

The animals were subjected to similar environmental and nutritional
conditions and the adhered health programme was implemented. The early
consecutive system was applied to three week-old lambs when they separated
from their mothers in consecutive intervals of 6, 9, 12 and 18 hours for a period
of 3 weeks. The experimental lambs were weaned completely at the age of 1.5
month while the control lambs were left with mothers to be weaned at two
months.

The quantity of milk obtained by the experimental lambs (males and
females) from their mothers during the gradual weaning period was 383.81 kg
with an average of 13.23 kg. On the other side, a quantity of concentrated
fodder (estimated at 113.67 grams per day) with 180 grams per day of good
quality straw was offered to each lamb of the experiment. Comparing the
quantities of fodder offered to the lambs with the quantities of milk gained,
there was a saving of 3907 S.P. during the test period which equals to 4.99 S.P.
to one head daily.

At the end of normal weaning (8 weeks), the weight gained by the
experimental lambs (7.08-6.31 kg) was greater comparing to the control (6.86-
5.65 kg) but not significantly. Also at the end of the fattening period (25 weeks),
there were significant differences between the experimental fattened males and
the control fattened males lambs for the same period. This shows verifiable
proof of the growth and development of the rumen of the experimental male
group which is in result of being fed by the condensed fodder and good straw in
a period earlier than the control group. This resulted in higher weight gain and
more benefits to the breeder. Whereas, the average difference of the live weight
reached 2.46 kg so, the profit would be 2.46*135= 3321 S.P. for 1 kg of live
weight for each head during a fattened period of 120 days and for the entire
group 3321*29= 9631 S.P. as compared with the control.

Key words: Consecutive weaning, Lamb, Awassi sheep.
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