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A study of Some Socio — Economic Variables of
Vegetable Far mersin Damascus District

M ohammad Abdullah®?, Samaan Al Atwan®
and Rafik Saleh®

ABSTRACT

The study was conducted in Damascus district, due to the importance of
vegetable cultivation in this area. Two towns wer e selected randomly and four
villages from each selected town with ten vegetable far mer s from each selected
village wer e randomly selected for the study. Thus, the total size of the sample
was 80 farmers. The data was collected with the help of specially designed and
pre-tested interview schedule. The objectives of the study were; to study some
socio - economic variables of vegetable growers, and to know their sources of
agricultural information, marketing channels, training needs and the main
constraints faced them in producing and marketing of vegetables.

The study revealed that, majority of respondentswer e low educational level,
and medium age, family size and socio — economic status with low level of social
participation, and they have their own small size holding. The study also
showed that, majority of the farmers depend on their relatives as the main
sour ce of agricultural information and on the wholesale market and traders as
the source of marketing information. Regarding the training needs of the
farmers, it was observed that, majority of the vegetable far mers need to attend
training on the pest identification and control, and post harvest technologies,
like storage and sheathing. The study, also, showed positive and significant
correlation between age, family size and social participation of the farmersand
their training needs, and a negative correlation with their educational level and
their training needs. Regarding to the production and marketing constraints
faced by the farmers, the study reveled that, high price of seed (specially
imported), difficulty in identifying pests, high price of fertilizers, low and
fluctuation of vegetable prices and high commission rate of the trader swerethe
main constraintsfacing the farmers.

Key words: Vegetables, Farmers, Source of information, Training need,
Constraints.

WAssgtant. profissor, ® Associat profissor, Department of Economics, © Associat profissor,Department
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