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The economic efficiency of marketing citrus at
thelevel of farmers in Syria

Habib, W.% 1. Ismail ® and A. Abidel Aziz®

Abstract

This research aimed to analyze the economic efficiency of marketing citrus
at the level of farmers in Syria in order to determine the marketing
performance and problems facing far mers. 380 far mer stratified samples were
taken from villages in both Latakia and Tartous provinces according to the
contribution of each province in total country production. Results showed that
the marketing options available to far mer s focused on two major methods: self-
marketing in domestic markets, and production leasing to dealers, which both
accounted for 53.9% and 44.3% of total quantities marketed of the samples,
respectively. The profitability and efficiency of marketing between these two
methods wer e significantly different, in the case of self-marketing; selling prices
in the market of Alhaal did not achieve adequately to cover the costs of
mar keting implications of the farmers, which led to the decline of the general
net profit to about 1.7 sp/ kg. It also offered farmersin this case to a net loss
resulting from the marketing of grapefruit amount - 0.39sp/ kg. While the
results were better in the case of sale of production directly to dealers which
achieved higher prices and more stable earnings, resulting in a relatively high
net profit for all types of citrus, and an average increase of 1.44 sp/ kg
compared to the situation of self-marketing. Depending on the marketing
efficiency index, results also showed superiority in the case to ensure
production, rising relatively 30.5%, with an average increase of 16.3%
compared to the situation of self-marketing. Thus, it wasclear and according to
the criteria of economic efficiency, it ispreferable to sell the production directly
to the dealers, as evidenced in one way or another failure in the process of
farmers marketing their produce due to higher marketing risks arising from
price fluctuations.

Keywords: Citrus, Production, Marketing efficiency, Syria
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