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Use of some measures of body before and after 
slaughter in estimation the carcass 

of local rabbits  

Habasheya, A. )1( ; Al Saady, M. A. and Abboud, M. 2   

ABSTRACT 
This study was conducted at the Agriculture Faculty, Damascus University 

in March 2006 on 32 weaning rabbits (both sexes) of local white rabbit (age 42 
days) to study the use of some measurement of body before and after slaughter 
in estimation the carcass of local rabbits. 

The parameters studied were: the measurement of the body before and after 
slaughter, live weight preslaughter, warm carcass weight, cold carcass weight, 
dressing, main parts weight, meat and fat and bone weight, correlation between 
measurement of body with meat and fat, and bone weight in both sexes for 
significant correlations. 

There was no significant difference between the two sexes (P>0.05) for most 
of the parameters studied. The preslaughter weight in males and females was 
2189, and 2123g, respectively. Dressing warm carcass with head was 59.8%, 
and 57.7%, respectively. Dressing cold carcass with head was 58.1%, and 
57.2%, respectively. The different between meat biochemistry in two sexes was 
also non significant (P>0.05). 

The correlation was significant (P 0.05) between meat weight with: 
preslaughter weight for males and females (+0.922 and +0.925), cold carcass 
weight without head (+0.970 and +0.998), cold carcass weight with head (+0.964 
and +0.998), intermediate part (+0935 and +0.955), hind part weight in females 
(+0.944), and dressing cold carcass in males (+0.951).  

Key words:  Local white rabbit, carcass, regression. 

  
1)  Doctorate  student. (2),(3) Prof.,  Dep.Anim.Prod., Fac. Agric., P.O.Box.30621, Damascus univ , Syria. 
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