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Production performance for the improved Awassi 
Sheep at Al Kraim Centre in Salamieh  

Kaskous, S.(1); Massri, Y.(2); Kassem(3), R. ; 
Al-Kahtib(4), R.; AL-Herek(4), I.; Katlaby, M. (4); Zeid, M.(4)  

ABSTRACT 
This study was conducted in Al kraim Research Centre for Awassi Sheep in 

Salamieh, Animal Wealth Research Administration in 2004/2005 to compare 
the productive performance and the morphological specifications for the udder 
in the ewe s herds of milk and meat. For this purpose 62 yearlings of Awassi 
Sheep were used. They were chosen randomly from the two original groups at 
the end of pregnancy, so every group included 31 yearlings from every herd. 

Tow groups of parameters on the studied animal were evaluated during the 
lactation for the parameters of milk production and the udder morphological 
traits. Collected Data were statistically analyzed by using SAS (ANOVA) 
(Mixed Model). 

The results of the statistical analysis showed significant differences in the 
quantity of daily milk yield (1133.09 ± 85.67 compare to 952.73 ± 84.43 g/daily, 
P<0.05) lactation yield (194.77 ± 9.55 compare to 158.22 ± 11.86 kg/lactation, 
P<0.05) and lactation length (172.15 ± 4.41 compare to 157.27 ± 5.88 
day/lactation, P< 0.05) between the two milk and meat herds respectively. Also, 
the results showed that there were no significant differences in the parameters 
of studied udder morphological traits between the two herds, except the 
distance of the udder from earth surface (26.07 ± 0.81 compare to 27.97 ± 0.80 
cm, P<0.001) and udder circumference from width side (46.28 ± 1.41 compare 
to 43.50 ± 1.40 cm, P<0.05) in the herds milk and meat respectively. 

As for the correlation between the milk production and the specifications of 
morphological udder characteristics was clearly significant as udder length, 
width, depth, height from earth surface, udder circumference from the length 
side and udder circumference from the width side in the two groups milk and 
meat. The teat parameters were significant in the meat group, but it wasn t 
significant in the milk group.  

Key Words: Awassi sheep, Milk production parameters, Morphological 
udders specification.   
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