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Relaxing effect of Crataegus laevigata
on isolated rabbit aorta

Wael Al-Aghawani* Isam Naser

Abstract
The Background and the Aim: The vasodilator effect of ethanolic extract of Crataegus laevigata
(Rosaceae) was investigated in isolated and Norepinephrine-precontracted rabbit aortic rings.
Materials and Methods: The ethanolic extract was investigated in endothelium-intact aortic rings which
were contracted by NE. In another segment of groups, the same experiments were repeated in
endothelium-denuded aortic rings. The vasodilator drugs: Diltiazem and Prazocine were used as
references and for evaluative tools.
Results: This extract showed a profound relaxing effect on NE-precontracted aortic rings, which was
partially related to endothelium.
Conclusion: the vasodilator effect of ethanolic extract of Crataegus laevigata is partially related to
endothelium. this emphasizes the need for isolation of related compound(s).
Key words: Achillea Fragrantissima, aortic rings, pheylephrine, Diltiazem and Prazosin.

" Department of pharmaceutical science, Faculty of pharmacy, the International University for science and
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