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The Influence of Socioeconomic on Parental
Attitudes Toward Behavior Management
Techniquesin Pediatric Dentistry

Shaza K ochaj i

Abstract

Background: Parents are one leg of the child/dentist/parent triangle and
therefore have aroleto play in the determination of treatment strategies.

The purpose of this study was to determine whether parental social status
influences preference toward behavior management techniques(TSD,voice
control, HOM, physical restraint) used during dental treatment of uncooperative
children.

Methods: One hundred and thirteen parents (mother or father) wereincluded in
this survey. Four behavior management techniques including (1) TSD; (2)voice
contral; (3) hand over mouth (4) physical restraint; commonly used in pediatric
dentistry were treated the child.

The parents were divided into "high" and "low" socio-economic status groups.

Parents compl eted a questionnaire requesting demographic, educational level and
income, as well as the parents attitudes toward the management techniques
which was to assess the acceptance of 4 techniques employed for child behavior
management during dental treatment, asa continuous scale ranging from 1 to4.
The left end represented "completely acceptable’ and the right end represented
"compl etely unacceptable”.

The influence of Socioeconomic on parental attitudes toward behavior
management techniques in pediatric dentistry was studied.

" School of Dentistry - Pedodonti cs department- Damascus University
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Results:;

The socio-economic level of the parents did not have correlation with the
acceptance rate of different BMTS(TSD,voice control, HOM, physical
restraint)

Parents indicated their degree of acceptability: Parents was totally accepted
TSD 100%, Voice control 96%,hand over mouth 93% physical restraint 82%.

These results indicated that most parents preferred the more passive
techniques to physical restraint, and participating dentists showed strong
sensitivity to parental preferences by utilizing mainly tell-show-do and voice
contral.

All parental acceptance TSD and for whom in high social status accept voice
control in 100%. For whom in low social status accept Physical restraint in
75%, and for whom in high social status accept Physical restraint in 87.5%.

Conclusion: Dentists must select techniques that help to ingtill a positive dental
attitude in the child by performing treatment effectively and efficiently. Dentists
must inform parents of all aspects of the applied strategy and must have their
approval suggesting the importance of informed consent irrespective of socia
status.
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