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Study of Exposur e Dentists in Damascus to Some
Occupational Risks

Ammar M Mashlah” Sharif Al Ashkar™
Samer Khaddour™™

Summery
Background: Although identification of risks to dental healthcare workers
has been explored in several industrialized nations, very little data is
available from developing countries.
Aim of study: This paper examines the occupational hazards present in the
dental environment and reports survey results concerning attitudes and
activities of a group of Syrian dental care providers.
Methods: A survey on occupational hazards was conducted among the
clinical dental at the Dental clinic in Damascus, Syria.
staff responded 107 dentists, Subject agesranged from 24 to 75 year s with.
Results: 41 Dentists (38.7%) could recall a sharp injury in the past six
months, and the majority (60.7%) had regular contact with dental
amalgam, while backache was the most frequently experienced hazard in
57.9% of the subjects.
Conclusions: This study shows that, in spite of a high level of
awarenessabout  the occupational risks among dental practitioners,
however, clinical proceduresfor the prevention of occupational riskswithin
the dental healthcare workers is not enough Back pain was the common
form of occupational hazards.
Keywor ds: Occupational hazards, dental staff, crossinfection control
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