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Abstract

This dissertation investigates the relationship between English proficiency and
academic achievement at the Faculty of Architecture at Damascus University,
Syria. The purpose of this study was to explore the role of English in the
academic journey of architecture students and to identify the correlation
between high achievement and English language proficiency.

The research design used a qualitative case study to obtain in-depth data on the
issues of the two constructs. Twenty-two participants from the Faculty of
Architecture were recruited to answer the research questions. The participants
included third-year students, graduates of the field, master’s students, and
teachers of field-specific subjects at the faculty. The data were collected through
semi-structured interviews with the participants, class observations of the
different courses at the faculty, and reviewing graduation projects and other
documents.

The results of the analysed data showed that architecture students used the
English language throughout the five years at faculty in varying degrees, for
different purposes, and for various reasons. Additionally, the triangulation of
data revealed that a correlation between English proficiency and academic
achievement exists, taking into account that academic achievement cannot be
solely measured by a student's GPA.

The findings of this study suggest that English is academically important in
architecture. The impact of English on students' academic achievement calls for
consideration of a reform plan in relation to the study plan and the time
allocated for teaching English at the faculty.
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