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Abstract

Successful oral performance is highly reliant on good pronunciation ability.
Although equipping young learners with this ability is thought to be a priority,
many language educators reported it to be a very challenging task, for it is one
of the problematic aspects non-native learners face when learning a foreign
language. In this regard, songs have been widely viewed as valuable methods
of learning and teaching pronunciation due to their several pedagogical
advantages. Therefore, this research examined the effectiveness of using
songs in improving EFL young learners’ pronunciation. It also compared two
types of songs, authentic and educational songs, regarding their efficacy in
enhancing EFL young learners’ pronunciation. To that end, the study involved
45 Syrian young learners at a private institute called Let’s Go in Damascus,
Syria, who were randomly assigned into two experimental groups and one
control group. Moreover, the study explored Syrian EFL teachers’ perceptions
towards using songs as a means to teach and develop pronunciation. Thus, 30
Syrian EFL teachers who teach young learners from different private schools
and institutes in Damascus participated as respondents. The present research
Is quantitative in nature and falls under the experimental research design. Data
were collected using pronunciation pre- and post-tests with the young learners
and an opinion questionnaire with the teachers. Analyzed data of the
pronunciation pre- and post-tests revealed that songs helped enhance the
pronunciation of EFL young learners. However, authentic songs have been
proven to be more effective in improving participants’ pronunciation
compared to educational songs. Findings obtained from the teachers’
questionnaire exhibited that most Syrian teachers give attention to teaching
pronunciation in their classrooms. In addition, the majority of teachers have
positive attitudes towards the use of songs in Syrian classrooms to develop
pronunciation and other language skills and areas.



