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Abstract

Most cities suffer from an imbalance between rural and urban communities, with the large
population concentration in the cities and the continuous migrations from the countryside to
the cities, where we notice the repulsive force of the residents of the urban communities
adjacent to the major cities towards these cities in search of the desired opportunities. Thus
this imbalance occurs, which calls for the necessity of Searching for planning policies that
include the city and its surrounding urban and rural areas. Where the research aims to apply
the multi-center development strategy to the urban and rural communities surrounding the city
by securing development opportunities for them and researching the resources of the areas
surrounding the city to invest them optimally to transform them into hierarchical development
centers that ensure meeting the needs of its citizens.

The research deals with a set of concepts related to rural and urban development and the spatial
relationship between rural and urban, and how to achieve partnership between them, then
review the stages of devourment of the urban structure to reach the multicenter model by
mentioning all the concepts and literature related to multicenter development. This will be
followed by a presentation of a set of global experiences that adopted a multicenter
development strategy on several levels, with the analysis and comparison of these experiences
to draw some lessons that can be benefited from in the practical study of the city Lattakia. In
the end, the research deals with an analysis of the current situation of development at all levels
(national, regional, and local), then an attempt to apply the multi-center network model to the
study area according to the three main pillars, with particular importance to the morphological
network that addressed the size of urban centers and their distribution within the study area.

The study and analysis revealed that some urban agglomerations have significant and
specialized development opportunities and capabilities to strengthen the regional urban system
by securing a network of solid joints with each regional center, structural centers, and
complimentary centers. The research emphasized the need to work on strengthening urban
networks in the regions, which respect spatial privacy while noting the important
developmental role of cities, towns, and municipalities, each in its place and according to its
influence.

Keyword:

Spatial Development- Urban Structure- Spatial Relationship- Network- Polycentric
Development- Morphological Network.
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