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Abstract
The Syrian Cities in general, and the city of A-kiswa, in particular, have witnessed develop-
ment disparities in the recent period, where as their urban area has extended under the influ-
ence ofarange of factors such as: natural factors, demographic ,economic ,social, political
transport ,routes ,transportation, infrastructure and others.
The Definition of city planning in Syria since itsemergence up to naw hasn’t been following
acomprehen sive approach which take all elements and components surrounding the city. But
it was the preparation of basice designes for cities so that it was focused on providing services
and infrastructure determining the land uses in the city so the plans for the development of the
city were drawn up in isolation from their regional environment.
As aresult the extension of the cities is random and unguided inaddition it dosent fit into the
expected planning structure for these cities most of this extension was at the expense of agri—
cultural land that led to the erosion of the biosphere of cities whish led to the emergence of
undefined form of cities in the end that not reflects the social economic political reality for the
population of those cities
Hence the importance of research about studying the phenomenon of urban sprawl in Syrian
cities especially the city of Al-kiswa to be astarting point to wards deeper and more compre-
hensive studies in order to formulate its own urban development strategy and comprehensive

for the entire Syrian development cities, inaddititon through develop an understanding of spatial
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development to allow directing and controlling urban sprawl in cities by integrating the relation—
ship between spatial development and the cities and its development,increased,extension.

This is applied to the study case the spatial development axis (Damascus—Al-kiswa)an in—
vestment and service axis to reach conclusions on the basis of limiting the urbanization in ma-
jor cities according to the direction spatial development for expand the knowledge bas of spa-
tial development and the ability to define the future shspe of such extension in atargeted and
controlied shape according to the basis, criteria and indicators.

Key words: urban growth, urban sprawl, increased urbanisation, urbanization, growth, devel-

opment, spatial development
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