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Topic summary:

The history of Sudan is rich material for researchers, especially during the
nineteenth century, due to the many political fluctuations it witnessed. At the
beginning of the century, there were warring and decaying kingdoms on its
land, most notably the Funj Kingdom in the north, and the Fur Kingdom in the
south, until Muhammad Ali Pasha conducted his first campaign in the summer
of 1820, and after several campaigns, he was able to extend his influence over
vast areas in southern Egypt, forming what was called Ottoman Sudan. It
reached the peak of its expansion during the reign of Ismail Pasha, to include
parts of the lands of what is known today as the Swan, Ethiopia, Buganda,

.Eritrea, and Somalia

However, Egyptian stability in Sudan was soon shaken at the beginning of the
eighth decade. In the year 1881, a local figure aspiring to rule appeared on the
soil of Sudan, namely Muhammad Ahmad, nicknamed the Mahdi, who
preached a Salafist religious message and gathered around him supporters who
were given the title (Dervishes). They entered into fierce battles with the
Egyptian rulers of Sudan, forming a sprawling state whose area included parts

.of Egypt, Sudan, Buganda, Eritrea, and Ethiopia, with its capital, Omdurman

Following the establishment of the Mahdist state, the ambitions of European
countries (England, France, Germany, Belgium, Italy) emerged. The land of
Sudan was considered a common property and they sought to attack it starting
from the outskirts. Likewise, the ambitions of Ethiopia and Egypt emerged,

.which called for their historical and legal right to Sudan

Here, England decided to take the initiative in its effort to connect its colonies
in North Africa with the Cape Colony in the south, in addition to its desire to
unify the Nile Basin under its control. In the face of this colonial strife over
Sudan, England saw that the best way to protect its interests in the Nile Basin
and military control of Sudan is Egypt's support in its right to restore its

authority over the region, so English military intervention began in 1883,



knowing that the greatest burden in preparing the campaigns fell on the

.Egyptian government

Thus, after several campaigns and battles that continued until the year 1899,
England was able to crush the Mahdist state and annihilate it along with all its
leaders, only to find itself facing a new problem, as it found itself between its
promises to Egypt to restore its sovereignty over the land of Sudan, and its
ambitions for it, to finally find the solution with the dual rule agreement. Al-
Masry-English, to end the hardships it faced as a result of the previous events,

and achieve all its goals.
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