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Abstract

The issue of international competition in the African continent in the post-Cold War
period is one of the most prominent issues that has attracted the attention of many researchers
and research centers, due to the continent's natural components that have qualified it to become
an area of international competition between the major powers represented by the United States
of America and the European Union countries, especially France, in addition to the rise of
Asian powers such as China and their external orientations towards the African continent, in
which they sought to achieve two goals: the first is to obtain African energy sources, especially
oil, and the second goal is to exploit the conflicts taking place on the continent to promote their
weapons. Especially since Africa, by the nature of its social structure and political composition,
is one of the regions most affected by the consequences of international competition, which
resulted in the spread of internal conflicts and civil wars that depleted the continent's resources,
and was an important factor in increasing the intensity of international competition over it. The
African continent gained great importance in international trends after the Cold War, due to its
diverse geographical characteristics, represented by its strategic location overlooking seaports
from all four sides, which made it a subject of wide international interest. The human
characteristics of the African continent also gained great importance after it became a large
market for disposing of industrial products for major powers. The continent constitutes a
consumer market for goods and merchandise for more than a billion people, in addition to its
possession of enormous natural and mineral wealth, which made it one of the most important
vital regions for international powers, which used various political, economic and security tools
and mechanisms to enhance their influence in various countries of the African continent,
represented by the repeated visits of officials of those countries, and the search for a solution
to the internal conflicts that are one of the most important problems that the African continent
suffers from it. Based on this, the research seeks to study the issue of international competition
in Africa in the post-Cold War period, since the end of the twentieth century, where the African
continent occupied an important position in the strategies of global powers after realizing the
economic importance of the African continent, which made it enter the circle of international

competition to gain influence and global hegemony.
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