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Abstract

This study deals with the effects of prehistoric times in the Orontes Valley
from it's source to the end, and from the beginning of its settlement during
the Lower Paleolithic Age, until the invention of writing at the end of the
Chalcolithic Age. It also discusses the effects of settlement dating back to the
Paleolithic Age, the Neolithic Age, and the Stone Age. Chalcolithic, and
comparing the effects of those eras with the effects of prehistoric times in the

rest of the Syrian geographical regions.

The study followed the comparative descriptive approach, and aimed to build
a cultural chronology of prehistoric times in the Orontes Valley, determine its
cultural features, its specificities, and the similarities and differences between
it and the rest of the Syrian geographical regions, and to find out whether that

region was influential or influenced by other Syrian geographical regions.

The importance of this study is about the fact that it represents the first
comprehensive study of prehistoric times in the Orontes Valley, its tributaries,
and the plains attached to it. It is considered an urgent necessity to
understand the nature of settlement in that region during prehistoric times
and its role in the Syrian cultural scene during that era. The study was divided
into three chapters, the first entitled the Orontes Valley during the Paleolithic
Age (Paleolithic), the second entitled the Orontes Valley during the Neolithic
(Neolite) and Chalcolithic (Chalcolithic) Ages, and the third entitled Prehistoric
Eras in the Orontes Valley within its regional framework. The study concluded
by answering the questions raised, while presenting a set of proposals related

to future archaeological research and excavation work.

Keywords: prehistoric times, the Orontes Valley, the Paleolithic, the Neolithic,

the Chalcolithic.
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