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Summary

The office of the Vice President of the Republic is one of the
highest positions in the state, and it is a well-known political position
in the republican systems of government, but the importance of this
office and its legal organization varies from one state to another,
according to the nature of the existing political system in each state.

The Constitutional Legislator of the United States adopted the
office of Vice President of the Republic, providing for this office in
conjunction with the provision for the position of President, as decided
by the first section of Article II of the U.S. Constitution, by saying:
«The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United
States of America. He shall hold his Office during the Term of four
Years, and, together with the Vice President chosen for the same Term,
be elected... ».

Because of the limited constitutional powers of Vice President in
the United States, where his constitutional role is limited to the
presidency of the Senate, and the assumption of the functions of the
presidency of the country only in emergency cases (death, disability,
resignation or removal of the President), the office of Vice President
was An object of ridicule, and was mocked on several occasions,
considering it an unnecessary post.

The vice president's role began steadily growing in importance
during the 1930s, with the Office of the Vice President being created in
the executive branch in 1939, and has since grown much further. Due
to its increase in power and prestige, the vice presidency is now often
considered to be a stepping stone to the presidency.

By referring to the articles of the American Constitution and its
amendments, it appears that the constitutional legislator has addressed
the office of the Vice President in several texts, whether they relate to
the existence of this office, the manner of its occupancy, the
constitutional role it plays, or how to hold it accountable as one of the
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basic components of the executive branch of the federal government in
the states United States of America.

The constitutional legislator in the Republic of Iraq also adopted
the office of Vice President of the Republic; He referred to the 'law’ the
issue of regulating this office. Accordingly, the Iraqi House of
Representatives, approved the Vice-President's Law No./l/ of 2011 to
regulate the selection of one or more Vice-Presidents of the Republic,
as well as their powers and how to terminate their duties. In 2014, the
President of the Republic issued the internal regulations to facilitate
the implementation of the provisions of the aforementioned Vice-
President's Law.

This study shows the reality of the role of the Vice President of the
Republic in the existing constitutional system in the United States of
America and the Republic of Iraq, by clarifying the method of the Vice
President’s tenure in the two mentioned systems, the conditions for
assuming the office of Vice President, the cases of expiry of his term,
the nature of his powers, and the extent of his responsibility to perform
his duties.
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