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Abstract

Many armed conflicts witnessed serious sexual violations, women and girls were
often subjected to various forms of sexual violence, including crimes of sexual
violence committed in the former Yugoslavia and in Rwanda. As a result of the
wide spread of sexual violence crimes, the international legal framework for the
criminalization of sexual violence witnessed a remarkable development.
However, the aforementioned development was not sufficient to ensure
accountability for these crimes, as the distinction between the statutes of
international and mixed courts with regard to the different forms of crimes of
sexual violence led to a continuous discrepancy in accountability for these
crimes. This research focus on the role of international and mixed criminal
tribunals in devoting and developing a stable and flexible legal concept at the
same time of accountability for the different forms of crimes of sexual violence.
It helps answering a set of questions, most notably the following: Is the current
international legal framework regarding the criminalization of sexual violence
sufficient to ensure accountability for these crimes? Have international and mixed
criminal tribunals succeeded in ensuring accountability for crimes of sexual
violence? Were these courts basing their cases on the definitions and
jurisprudence previously provided by other courts? What are the obstacles to
accountability for crimes of sexual violence and what mechanisms can be applied
to enhance accountability for these crimes?

Key words: Sexual violence, Rape, Criminal International Law, Armed Conflicts,
International Criminal Court
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