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Summary

Countermeasures are an action taken to offset another action. In the field of
International Law a reference to countermeasures would mean, “A concept within the
general area of state responsibility for internationally wrongful acts, referring to
proportional and unilateral non—forcible measures which an injured state may take in
response to another state’s wrongful act so as to induce that state to cease its
conduct, to make reparation and — where appropriate— to offer assurances and
guarantees of non-repetition.” Also the countermeasures need to be proportional

and reasonable to the damage caused to the injured state.

This thesis will study the countermeasures topic to clarify the ambiguity matters
surrounding this term, alternately recognized defense plea, which may utilized by

state to deny responsible.

One reason to choose this topic is the rare of researches in the books and
references which concentrate on this topic. Therefore, the nature of
countermeasures and the legality of resorting to this measures will be discussed, in
order to answer the includes by this research, namely: The legal methodology in
this theses was used analytical approach which analyzing the texts of the United
Nations Charter, international judicial decisions and jurisprudential opinions to clarify
the provisions of international law on the legality of resorting to these measures,
another methodology the research is depend on is the historical approach in order to
know the beginning of this measures and the origin of it in international law. And
the conclusion of this research indicates to many results, such as that
countermeasures have been taken, if the responsible state fails to implement dispute
settlement procedures in good faith or comply with the decisions of the tribunal or
court, and the importance of Proportionality which plays the central role in making
the use of countermeasures lawful. Finally the injured state will be responsible if she

takes unlawful countermeasure according to international law.

Keywords: countermeasures, international responsibility, injured state,

prohibited countermeasures.
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