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ABSTRACT

International commissions of inquiry and fact-finding missions are one of the United
Nations' tools concerned with following up and monitoring violations in order to
combat impunity and hold violators to account. Despite the possibility of forming
international commissions of inquiry and fact-finding missions by multiple countries
and organizations, but the research framework was defined in this thesis about
international commissions of inquiry and fact-finding missions formed by the United
Nations.

This research raises the problem of whether should international commissions of
inquiry and fact-finding missions be seen as mere fact-finding bodies, or bodies that
enforce the law? Should their tasks be limited to gathering facts, or should they take
on more active roles to raise the level of alert and provocation? A number of questions
emerged from this problem related to international investigation committees and fact-
finding missions that centered on the legal basis, the conditions and justifications for
their establishment, the procedural rules that govern their work, the most important
challenges they faced, and what contribution they made in the field of international
criminal law, accountability and the development of international law.

Thus, the first chapter provides the appropriate definitions of these bodies and their
legal nature, then studies the legal basis for the bodies and organs of the United
Nations in establishing and forming international investigation committees and fact-
finding missions, and presents the most important circumstances and justifications that
call for the establishment of international investigation committees and fact-finding
missions. and then discusses the process of appointing members of international
investigation committees and fact-finding missions. Emphasis was placed on the
importance of taking into account the legal expertise of members and geographical
and gender diversity, finally, it shows the main and secondary sources on which
members rely in the process of collecting information.

While the second chapter examines the problems and challenges facing international
investigation committees and fact-finding missions in carrying out the tasks entrusted
to them, as the mandate given to international investigation committees and fact-
finding missions is one of the most important challenges they face as they are
considered the beginning of their lives and through which they have delegated the
tasks entrusted to them. Some of the problems raised by the mandate issue have been
addressed, which are represented in mandates that prejudge the results of international
commissions of inquiry and fact-finding missions, and unilateral mandates that are
charged with investigating the behavior of one of the conflict's parties. The second
challenge is the lack of cooperation of the countries concerned with the investigation
with international investigation committees and fact-finding missions. This challenge
raises problems, including the possibility of international investigation committees
and fact-finding missions carrying out their work without the approval of the state.
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Then the research moved to show the contribution of international investigation
committees and fact-finding missions in the field of international criminal law and
accountability, and the extent of their contribution to the establishment and formation
of international criminal courts. Finally, it shows the contribution of committees and
missions to the development of international law and the legal value provided by
international investigation committees and fact-finding missions.
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