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Abstract

Penal confrontation of the phenomena of begging and vagrancy, a
comparative study between Syrian law and the penal laws of various
countries. Through the Syrian Penal Code No. 148 of 1949 and its
amendments, especially the last amendment according to Law No. 8
issued in 2019, we find that legal words and phrases have been added to
try to define the concepts of begging and vagrancy, and to cover all
cases of beggary and vagrancy, and their forms and means, both ancient
and modern, and the latest amendment tightened the penalties and
fines imposed on the perpetrators of the crime of begging or vagrancy,
or both together. The amendment brought by Law No. 8 of 2019 in the
provisions of the Penal Code 596- 597- 599- 604, requires us to study the
phenomena of begging and vagrancy in an expanded and more in-depth
study, based on the title of Chapter One of Chapter Ten of the Syrian
Penal Code, “On crimes committed by dangerous persons.” Because of
their life habits” until the end of Article 604 thereof.

This is to find out what is meant by criminal danger, and how the Syrian
penal legislator considered the beggar and the homeless to be
dangerous people because of their lifestyle habits, in addition to raising
many questions that must be answered, the most important of these
questions being: What is the criminal danger that the Syrian legislator
intended when he defined the term dangerous persons? What are the
justifications that prompted the penal legislator to confront beggars and
the homeless? To what extent are the crimes of begging and vagrancy
linked to transnational organized crime? And was the Syrian penal
legislator, through its legislative formulation and penal policy compared
to the rest of the penal legislation of the various countries that
criminalized begging and vagrancy, able to cover all New situations and
means of begging and homelessness?

All this is to clarify the Syrian legislator's penal policy in criminalizing
beggary and vagrancy, his punitive policy, and a comparison of his legal
texts related to beggary and vagrancy with other legal texts of the penal
legislation of countries. In order to reach a set of research results and
proposals, the most important of which is the need to link the legal texts
that criminalize beggary and vagrancy with reality, and make those legal
texts more terrifying when applied to members of society, to prevent
the aggravation and spread of beggary and vagrancy, to preserve the
lives of community members, and to protect society. From any potential
danger that may occur in the future.



