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Modern irrigation in Syria  

Dr. Adnan Al-Nahhas* 

Abstract  

Agriculture sector consumes around (80%) of total available water, to irrigate (1490) thousand 
ha., using available surface and groundwater. 

Traditional surface irrigation prevails over more than (80%) of irrigated area in Syria, standard 
water requirements are not taken into consideration, whereas plants are given between [8000-
16000] m³/ha. of water. In addition, using an open government irrigation canals led up to losses 
of about [30-50]% of conducted water through leakage and evaporation. 

Using modern irrigation started as individual initiatives, then the government supported the 
introduction of these techniques through the national programme for transferring to modern 
irrigation that started late 2000. This programme set up to convert all irrigated area, where 
possible, from traditional methods to modern irrigation systems during 10 years period. The 
government has issued several decisions for facilitating transfer process and ironing out the 
financial and administrative constraints facing the implementation of this programme. 
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