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"EX-LIBRIS"

The Art of Book marks the Russian Pattern

Zaidan Seilan
Faculty of Fine Arts
Damascus

Abstract

The" EX-LIBRIS" is a drawn card , sticked on the interior side of the exterior cover
of the book, including the name of the book's owner, or in addition to his name , a
sympolic drawing , referring to a certain inclusion. The ancientness of the" EX-
LIBRIS" as a way of proving the propriety of the book , returns to the year 1500
b.c., in Egypt.

The "EX-LIBRIS" as an art with all it's constitutions, appeared in Germany, after a
short time of the printing invention, and reached it's top, in the sixteenth century ,by
the hands of big artists like: DURER and others, later, this art is spread all over the
world.

The axis of my research is the RUSSIAN EX-LIBRIS , which is spread ,and its
subject has developed in Russia , and was used in the printing factories and in the
general and special libraries , it has been divided into 4 divisions:

1- With motto

2- With the first letters of the name and the surname.

3- With a subject.

4- With letters ( The letter plays the principle role in the formation.)
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Diverse technigues were used in the art of "EX-LIBRIS" like : engraving on wood
graving on linoleum , xylography, Eau Forte_(the strong water), mid the silk screen,
and all the diverse and many engraving techniques, in addition to the Typography,
the colorhill printing , and later, the graphic by the computer,

Many of the faculties of the Fine Arts , do not deal with the art" EXLIBRIS" as an
education with impression in the art history, in spite of that this art has accompanied
the development of the books and the libraries during the ancient times.

Having considered the wide artistical value of the' EX-LIBRIS" that accompanied
this design, we feel responsible to draw the attention to the fact that the" EX-
LIBRIS" must be introduced within the important teaching programs ,in the

division of the graphical arts in the faculties of Fine Arts in Syria, and in the Arab
Countries.
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